1.
Ms. C has her class watch a film clip of 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech using a video guide that contains 
several questions.  The questions are 
factual, interpretive and analytic in 
nature. 
After the film clip, students work in 
groups of three to respond to the 
questions and generate their own questions.  

2. 
Following a series of lessons on the Bill of 
Rights, 
Mr. L distributes a quiz to his grade 8 social 
studies class.  The worksheet contains 25 
multiple 
choice questions about the topic. The students are 
given 10 minutes to complete the quiz, and then 
correct their own papers. In groups, students 
discuss the reasons for the correct answers; 

Mr. L circulates to offer assistance.

3.
Mrs. T delivers a mini-lesson on using 
resources to gather information for a 
report and then asks the students to 
work individually to look 
up information on 
their own topics. The teacher circulates 
and assists students as needed.  A few 
students finish their research quickly and 
then visit with other students or sit at 
their desks without appearing to work.  

4. Mr. R is prepared to continue his lesson on


the solar system when one student asks


about the Challenger accident; the student 
had heard about a major anniversary of the 
tragedy on the news but did not know much 
about it.  Mr. R provides information about 
the incident, conducting a brief discussion, 
and using one of the responses as a way to 
segue into the planned lesson.

5.
Mrs. P begins class by asking a student to 
read the learning objective for the day’s 
lesson which is written on the board.  The 
teacher then explains that before the end 
of class she will ask them to reflect on how 
close they feel they are to having achieved 
the objective.  

6.
The students in Mr. G’s class are arranged 
into one of three learning groups. One 
group of students is circulating among the 
various learning stations around the room.  
Students in a second group work individually 
or in pairs.  The third group is participating 
in a guided reading exercise with the 
teacher.  

7.
Mrs. L is conducting a geometry lesson using 
quilt squares. When several students ask 
questions about what they are to do, 

Mrs. L asks them to wait or try to figure 
it out themselves.  After about 15 minutes 
several students give up and toss the quilt 
square aside.  

8.
Students in Mr. M’s chemistry class are 
given back a lab report that they had 
completed earlier in the week.  Each report 
has a letter grade at the top, but no other 
information.  

9. A ninth grade class is reading “Romeo 

and Juliet” in class.  The class contains 
several 
students who are learning English 
as a second language. The teacher asks 

a quick succession of questions about 
various 
characters in the play (e.g. who 
they were, how they were known or 
related to other characters, etc.), but 
not all students can participate.  

10. 
Mr. R offers an explanation of the difference between a republic and a democracy. Students are told to look 

up the words in a dictionary and write 
their definitions. In the discussion 
that follows, some students still seem 

confused by the distinction.

11. Students in Mr. H’s math class are 

looking puzzled after he provides an 
explanation of “slope” in algebra.  


Instead 
of assigning a worksheet, as he 
had planned, he tries a different approach 
to clarifying the concept.


12. Students in Mr. E’s class have prepared 

to debate various topics in front of their 
peers.  The student audience listens to 
the debate and scores the participants on 
a rubric that had been developed by the 
class prior to working on their debate 
topics.

