	
	Ineffective
	Developing
	Accomplished
	Exemplary

	Critical Attributes
	· Questions are rapid-fire, and convergent with a single correct answer.

· Questions do not invite student thinking.

· All discussion is between teacher and students; students are not invited to speak directly to one another.

· A few Students dominate the discussion.

	· Teacher frames some questions designed to promote student thinking, but only a small number of students are involved.

· The teacher invites students to directly to one another’s ideas, but few students respond. 

· Teacher calls on many students, but only a few actually participate in the discussion.
	· Teacher uses open-ended questions, inviting students to think and/or offer multiple possible answers.

· The teacher makes effective use of wait time.

· The teacher effectively builds on student responses to questions.

· Discussions enable students to talk to one another without ongoing mediation by the teacher.

· The teacher calls on most students, even those who don’t initially volunteer.

· Many students actively engage in the discussion.
	In addition to the characteristics of “accomplished”:

· Students initiate higher-order questions.

· Students extend the discussion, enriching it.

· Students invite comments from their classmates during a discussion.
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